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Dear Parent: 


Congratulations! Your child is taking 
the first steps on an exciting journey. 
The destination? Independent reading! 


STEP INTO READING? wil! help your child get there. The program offers 


a complete literacy Program with something to interest every child. 
Learning to Read, Step by Step! 


Ready to Read Preschool-Kindergarten 

* big type and easy words * rhyme and rhythm « picture clues 
For children who know the alphabet and are eager to 
begin reading. 


Reading with Help Preschool-Grade 1 

* basic vocabulary * short sentences ¢ simple stories 

For children who recognize familiar words and sound out 
new words with help. 


Reading on Your Own Grades 1-3 
* engaging characters « easy-to-follow plots « popular topics 
For children who are ready to read on their own. 


Reading Paragraphs Grades 2-3 

° challenging vocabulary ° short Paragraphs ° exciting stories 
For newly independent readers who read simple sentences 
with confidence, 


Ready for Chapters Grades 2-4 

* chapters © longer Paragraphs ° full-color art 

For children who want to take the plunge into chapter books 
but still like colorful pictures. 


STEP INTO READING* js designed to give every child a successful 
reading experience. The grade levels are only guides. Children can progress 
through the steps at their own speed, developing confidence in their 
reading, no matter what theix grade. 


Remember, a lifetime love of reading starts with a single step! 


Thomas the Tank Engine and Friends 


A oni \LLCROFT COMPANY PRODUCTION 
Based on The Railway Series by The Rev. W. Awdry 
Copyright © Gullane (Thomas) LLC 1993 


All rights reserved under International and Pan-American Copyright Conventions. Published 
in the United States by Random House Children’s Books, a division of Random House, Inc., 
New York, and simultaneously in Canada by Random House of Canada Limited, Toronto. 


www-stepintoreading.com 
www.thomasthetankengine.com 


Educators and librarians, for a variety of teaching tools, visit us at 
www.randomhouse.com/teachers 


Library of Congress Cataloging-in-Publication Data 
Thomas and the school trip / illustrated by Owain Bell. 
p. cm. — (Step into reading. A step 2 book) 
“Based on The railway series by the Rev. W. Awdry.” 
suMMaRy: Attempting to hurry through his work so that he can give some school children 
a ride, Thomas the Tank Engine must overcome a series of obstacles. 
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It is a big day 


in the train yard. 


“Let’s get ready!” 


says Thomas 
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Swish, swish. 


The train yard is ready. 


Rub, rub. 

Scrub, scrub. 

The engines are bright 
and shiny. 


Blue, green, red. 
Thomas, Henry, and 


James are ready too. 


ir Topham Hatt 
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Ready for what? 
Children— 


on a school trip! 


“Peep! Peep! 


Here they come!” 


shouts Thomas. 


“Hello, hello,” 
he puffs. 


“My name is Thomas. 
Watch me push! 
Watch me pull!” 


Thomas has lots of fun. 
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But soon Thomas \_ 
has to go. 
He has work to do 


on his Eeench line. »\ f 
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Poor Thomas. 


He is sad. 
He wants to stay. 


He wants to play. 


Sir Topham Hatt 

has an idea. 
“Do your job, Thomas. 
Then hurry back. 
You can take 


the children home. 


“But remember. 
You cannot be late. 


You must be on time. 


Or somebody else 
will take the children.” 


E “T will hurry. 
I will hurry,” 


Thomas says. 


His coaches Annie 


and Clarabel say, 


we. “We will hurry too.” 
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Chug, chug, chug. 
All along his branch line, 


Thomas goes as fast 


as he can. 


| Over a bridge. 
Through a tunnel. 


Thomas stops 


at every station. 


At ed 


The work is done. 
“Right on time. 
Right on time,” 


| 
| chugs Thomas. 


“Now hurry back. 


Hurry back,” 
puff Annie and Clarabel. 7 
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But Thomas 


cannot hurry. 


Thomas has to wait. 
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And wait again. 

Oh no! 

Will Thomas be late? 
Will James or Henry 


take the children home? 


Oh my! 
@ Now what is that 


id up ahead? 


It is Bertie the Bus. 


. He has broken down. 


Thomas wants to help. 
But then he will be late— 
much too late. 

Stop or go. 

Help or hurry. 
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Screech! 
Thomas stops. 
He cannot leave 
his friend. 


“Will you take 


my passengers?” 


asks Bertie. 
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Hooray for Thomas! 


He has saved the day! 


If you can recognize familiar words 
and sound out new words with help, 
look for these Step into Reading books: 


ALL STUCK UP 

BARBIE: A DAY AT THE FAIR & 

BARBIE: LOST AND FOUND 

BARBIE: TWO PRINCESSES %% 

BEARS ARE CURIOUS 

BEEF STEW 

THE BERENSTAIN BEARS BY THE 
SEA 

THE BERENSTAIN BEARS 
CATCH THE BUS 

BIG BIRDS 

BONES 

CAT AT BAT 

CAT ON ICE 

CAT ON THE MAT 

COUNTING SHEEP <> 

DAVID AND THE GIANT 

DINOSAUR BABIES 

A DOLLAR FOR PENNY < 

A DOZEN DOGS + 

THE EARLY BIRD 

FIVE SILLY FISHERMEN + 

HAPPY BIRTHDAY, THOMAS! > 

HONEYBEES 

I LOVE YOU, MAMA & 

IS IT HANUKKAH YET? 

LITTLE CRITTER SLEEPS OVER 

LITTLE CRITTER’S 
THE BEST PRESENT 

LUCKY BEAR 

MICE ARE NICE 

MIDNIGHT SNACK O 

MOLE IN A HOLE 

MY BEST FRIEND IS OUT OF THIS 
WORLD 

MY LOOSE TOOTH 

MY NEW BOY 


A Barbie Reader 


A Disney Reader 
A Math Reader 
A Phonics Reader 
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A Critters of the Night Reader 


A Thomas the Tank Engine Reader 


MY NEW PET IS THE GREATEST 

A NEW BRAIN FOR IGOR 

NO MAIL FOR MITCHELL 

NOAH’S ARK 

ONE HUNDRED SHOES + 

PIE RATS AHOY! 

PINOCCHIO’S NOSE GROWS & 

PIZZA PAT 

P. J. FUNNYBUNNY CAMPS OUT 

POLAR BABIES 

A PONY FOR A PRINCESS © 

POOH’S EASTER EGG HUNT © 

POOH'S GRADUATION © 

POOH’S HALLOWEEN PUMPKIN © 

POOH’S HONEY TREE © 

QUICK, QUACK, QUICK! 

RAILROAD TOAD 

READY? SET. RAYMOND! 

RICHARD SCARRY’S THE WORST 
HELPER EVER 

SILLY SARA ¢@ 

SIR SMALL AND THE DRAGONFLY 

THE STATUE OF LIBERTY 

SURPRISE FOR A PRINCESS © 

THE TAIL OF LITTLE SKUNK 

THE TEENY TINY WOMAN 

THOMAS AND THE SCHOOL TRIP > 

TIGER IS A SCAREDY CAT 

TOAD ON THE ROAD 

TWO FINE LADIES HAVE A TIFF 

TWO FINE LADIES: TEA FOR THREE 

WANT A RIDE? 

WHAT A MESS! 

WHISKERS 

ZOOM ON MY BROOM O 


reading with help 


What this book is about... 


It's time for YOU! 
Pick your favorite 

spot to read. The children are waiting for Thomas. 

This is going to be He tries to hurry, but he has many stops 
a great book! to make. Will Thomas arrive in time? 


Ready to Read _ Preschool—Kindergarten 


Reading with Help Preschool-Grade 1 
Does your child recognize familiar words on sight and 
sound out new words with help? Step 2 is just right. 
Basic Vocabulary ° Short Sentences ° Simple Stories 


WZ 
3 Reading on Your Own Grades 1-3 


LZ To learn about 
Reading Paragraphs Grades 2-3 all the Steps, 
turn to page 1. 


ZZ 
‘5 Ready for Chapters Grades 2-4 
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